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Memorandum on the Trans-Himalayan Explorations made during 1870, by Major 
T. G. MONTGOMERIE, R.E., Offg. Superintendent G. T. Survey of India, 

in charge of the Trans-Himalayan Exploring Parties. 

The Tram-Himalaynn nnd Tmns-Frontier explorations mere carried on during 1870 in ran'ous 
directions in continuation of my general plan for systematicnllv exploring all unknown or partially 
unknown couitrics t~cyoud the British Frontier; ouc line of-exploration from l'esha\vur direct to 
Fnizabad, the capital of Badakshnn, was brouglrt to a sncccssful conclusion, and willnon be reported on. 

I have long wished to clear up the gcopapl~y of thc mountairous tract lying between Caubul 
aud Little Tibet which is bounded 011 the south by thc lndus r i ~ c r  and its great Caubul tributary 
and on the north by the Hindoo-Koosh and I\.Iustngh railgcs. Though draining into our territory 
and though we hnvr? several routes actually going into i t  ncar Pcshawur and again ncar Gilgit, our 
progress in elenring up the geography of this rcry difficult tract has hitherto been vcry slow, reliable 
work indeed extending but a rery little way beyond the border. This ignorance has been the more 
sggravating as from i~iformation derived from natives of the country we really know nearly every 

*thing a8 to each scparntc portion though u i~d lc . to  put tho yicces to~c thcr  so u.9 to form a reliable 
whole ; thc inhabitants who co~~stantly co~nc. dou.11 to l'csl~;~wur kc. bcing uneducatcd andconsequently 
Incapable of ~ s ~ ~ l a i n i ~ i g  how mly cxccpt tl~c: largcr tracts lie with rcferc~~rc to each otlicr. This being 
the state of thc case, i t  apl~carcd to mc that i f a  ltoutc Survcv could be carried right through the heart 
of the country, I should bc ablc to gct tlic corrcct positi~lnx ;f tlie larger places aiid s!~ouldat the same 
time be ablo to atring togctlicr a largc amonnt of detailed i~~formation which I have collectcd as to the 
minor trncts, vallcys 'kc., of the country, so an to forn~ a fairly reliable map of the ~vholo. With this 
ob.ject in view I m d e  rarious nttcmpts to gct a suitablc agent from near the Peshawur frontier, but 
failed in getting a s;ltisfactory one until I a t  last applied to IAieut.-Colonel Maunsell, the Com- 
mnndaut of the Sappcrs and hlincrs, who placcd at my disposal a rely intelligent Patlian Sapperwho 
after a good deal of labour was traincd to t11c work ni~d was getting 011 very well with a first attempt 
at  exploration mllm he was killed in a qunrrcl with solno otlrcr Pathmi \\,it11 reference to some old feud 
between their families: as this nras howcvcr in no may councctcd with his explori~lg work i t  was deter- 
mined to make another attc~upt : a l'atl~an from the fronticr with the requisite amount of education 
mas accordingly entertained, and his tr:~inin: ilcnrly co~uplctcd wl:cu facts came to light that rendered 
'it necessary to remore him. 1'bis was a great disappointment, but still hoping for nuccess I applied 
for the second time to tlie Commandant of tllc Sappcrs and was fortunate enough to have a Pathan 
Bapper placed at  111y disposal mho \vas in every W ; L ~  qu:~[ificd for thc work ; he mas consequently careful- 
ly trnincd aud aftcr several preli~nioary trials W:LS st:rrtccl on sn  cxplorinq expedition with instructions. 
to carry a Route Surrey from Pesha\vur through Swat, B:Ljaur, Dir, Chitral &c., to Badukshan. - 

Starting from Peshawur on the 12th of A n g s t ,  the party crossed into Swat by the hlalakund 
pasa on a rauge which rises into pcaks of G,000 lo 7,U00 Sect, reaching on the 15th Alldaud, thc capital 
of the prcacnt ruler of Swat, a s~nall poorlv- built town of 30f? houses. Thc next day, a t  a mile and a 
half north ol' Alladand, they rcnched t l ~ c  ~ k a t  ri\-cr, a \-cry 1;~rge strcam, which they crossed on rafts: 
continuing their march the suinc d q  t11c.y agccndctl the opposite mou~~tains and by an casy pms 
crossed over tho 1-urrum mountains into thc !Calash district, and descending to the Punjkora rivcr 
crossed i t  on the 17th ; tliis river appcarcd to bc c\-cn largcr than the Swat river. From the Punj- 
korariver they lnarched on through Juudul tho largest district of Bajaur, reaching, on the 18th August, 
Miankilai, the chicf town of Juudul, and the cnpitd in fact of th~'~)rovince. Btqjaur is divided into 3 
districts riz., Jundul (Miankilui), Na~ragai m ~ d  Shabr, ex11 of ~vhich is ruled by a se arate Khan ; 
the bvo latter Iiowcver being in a measuro subordinato to thc prcscnt 1Chan of Jundufj Faia 'Falab 
Khan stylcd Haji-Saheb-Zada in consequcncc of his having made the pilgrimage to IIecca, and who hsa 
owing to this and his general uprightness as a ruler, become much rcapccted in spite of a ~ l i i h t  weakness 
in the one matter of horse*, which he apparc~ltl ci~inlot rcnivt taking at his o~vn price for his own use,- 
s failing which liowescr I understand is lookc~u1)on with a very kin(lly eye by all except the iu~tne- 
diate sufferers ; the B;ijnuries in fmt, being ;L race of horsc dci~lol.~, apprecii~te any s l~arpne~s  iu B U C ~  a 
direction. Having a great partiality fo* gwd l~orsc*, IIC ha* collc~ted them from all parts of the pro- 
vince and now boasts of a well mountcd ibrce of about 600 Yolvars. 

Faiz Tdab Khan re~idcs in Buma,  a stronghold of nome pretensions : his influence extends be- 
yond his own provinre, and he is conaidcrcd to bc a morc ~)o\vcrfnl chiof thau the prencnt rulcrof Swat 
or of any other of the nciqhbouriuq 11rovi11c~~; hi* rule seems to be exactly suited to the wild 
tribes he has to deal with, though he is uu;~blc to Iiccp ill check their innate thicvish propensities, 
for ercn in his capitd hliankilai tlie Si~ppcr and his 1):~rty only escaped bein: pluudcrcd by means of 
extra precautio~in and great vigilance,-a plot to loot thcln having been formed soon a h r  they arrived. 
After hvo days halt, the party tr:r\-elled north for one ~n:~rclr more tliroufill Jundul, and then crossing 
the Janbattai mouutai~is which rise to 12,U00 fcct, thcy dcnccndcd g r d u d l y  through Harawul, part of 
which is under a brother of F;biz Talab IChan ; tl~cnce pi~wing ihto t l ~ c  Dir distrirt they arrived on the 
23rd of August a t  Dir itself whicl~ the Sappcr rcportu as bcing a small town of about 400 housos. 

So far the Sapper had mude his way an an ordinary traveller, but from Dir to Chitrnl the road 
is infested by K:~firs and it was coiiscquc~~tlp ncrcssary to iilake somc other arrangcmcnt~ in order' to 
hwe  a cha~icc of a yafe transit across tliis dn~~gcrouu tmct. T r d e r s  are in thc habit of halting a t  
Dir or Chitral until a largc nu~nbcr collect, in order that the may all start together: ~ometimes as 
many us 200 sturt at thc samo timc, but in spitc of t h i ~  and other precautions tho travcllcrs are fre- 
quently attucked by the Knfirs and many are killcd. Thoic of thc trarcllcrs who fall arc buried by 
the aide of the road, mounds surmounted by n flag marking their gravcr, thesc me c d c d  Lhc: touba 





3-b 
responsibility, undertaken the mmdcr of Hayvmcl ~ahch,  for his autliori in the country is so we& that 
he would not have bcpn obel-cd had not a lr~gllcr authority instructed?im in the a c t  They are nU 
convinced that JIir \Valli3s Aight and suddcn return to Clritral Kcre planned by Aman-i-mulk before 
hand. Aman-i-mulk has tho rcputnt io~~ of bciiig a vcrF dcrcitful man, speaking to the humblest of his 
me11 in a soft hypocritienl mnnncr bcl~ind \vhicall hc conceals a bad u~~fccling hcart. H e  is said to live 
in the constant fear that his country will be t;tkcn from him, and to avoid any goodcscusc for this being 
done his evil acts an: alwav~ so plamlcd that tho bla~nc ~Iionld rost on the shoulders of others. The 
following illustrates this whiih tbc Havildnr heard from sewral individuals while in Clitral. 

1 A Suhadar namcd Dillawar Khan and 2 Scpog-s bclongin~ to  one of the Native Regiments 
serving undcr the British at  n Frontier Station, wcrc m;rking their m-ay into Dndakshnn by 
Chitral, m ~ d  mere well rcccircd~ by tho chicf and had left for Iladaksl~an when the Badshah got 
notice that a Subxlar and 2 S r p o y ~  crnplogcd bp tho British \\-ere taking notes of the country, 
and mas rccommcudcd on their arriv:~l a t  Chitrnl to detain thcm. The description given of these men, 
travclli~iq as thcy wcro in t l ~ c  dis~uisc of fhkirs, corresl~o~~ded At11 tho 3 men afid they mere pursued 
by the lladxl~ah'ri mcn, ovcrtakc~r n ~ ~ d  brought back to Chitral and by thc chief s orders kept close 

risoucrs. Aftcr a c o n f i u c ~ ~ ~ c ~ ~ t  of 20 dajs  they were brouqht heforc the chief who told them that he 
fad jnst lcarut that thev ~vcrc cmploycd bp the British, but had hc kno~rn this sooner they would 
certainly not harc been-imprisoned, so io ordcr to tnmpensnte them and throw off all suspicion,he made 
thcm prcscnts of rl~og:~s kc., trcotcd Illein with nl~parcnt cordiality, and asked them which way 
they intcuded to tmvcl ; 'on 1canli1;g nl~ich 11e ordcrcd two of Iris mcn i ~ ;  thcir prcscnce to escort thcm as 
far as a rillagc \vl~icl~ 11e rlalncd aud to trcat t l~cm well aud Nee that they wanted for nothing on the road, 
but secretly he instrncted the escort to murder thcm tho monle~lt ther wcrc out of his countrv; and accord- 
ing to several rcportn thcp did mu&ler the Subadnr, tlrourh the othcr two made their &cape. Some 
however supposc that the Sub:ul:~r dictl from cold and ~vcnliness. One cl~oga and two not@ books of the 
Subd;ir7s arc still rcported t i  be in the Lauds of the potty chief a t  Zebak. 

The arcount of IIayward's murder agrees in the ma'nwith that from other sources; Ooshgoomwhere 
the mur~lcr \\.as  id to havc bccn l~crl~etratcd is I prc.Bu~ne the Wnrchagam noted on poor Mr. Hayward's 
map as the uame of the stream or J-dlcy, innncdiatcly north of Passin, through the lower part i f  which 
he pasnod whcn he 6rst visited Ynssin; Darkot is according to the account received from Kashmir the 
name of the vi l la~e near which he was murdered, i t  will be found on the accompanying map 20 miles 
due north of Yasain. 

. The Sappcr reports that Aman-i-mulk, the Chitral chicf seemed to be very friendly with hIir 
WnUi, and most assuredly took a share of thc spoils of poor Hayward's camp, for he nlways cmriod 
one of Hayward's rifles, taking i t  with him to tho Ecdgnh or place for praying where the Snpper nccom- 
pained him and saw the rifle placed alongside of him. 

Chitral consists of a number of amall villaqcs and separate houses scattered over a consi- 
derable arcn, though according to his boiling point observation i t  is 7110 feet above the sen, i t  is very 
hot a t  timcn during the summcr. The Government of tho country seems to be oni a fea  shades better 
than that of the ncigl~bouring Kafir tribes, the chief carries on tho slave trade himseh, i.e. catching Kafirs 
if he can, but failing them seizing his own subjects and selling thcm whenever they give him an excuse for 
doing so by com~nitting any rod or imaginary breach of his lams. Probably no great numbers are thus 
mold into slarcry, but as far as could be mnde out no family in Chitral 1s quite safe from that fatc. 
Thc Cl~itral chicf was, on the whole, very civil to the Sappcr, and as soon as a one-sided exehmge of 
goods had been effected, he nllowcd the party to march on townrds Badnkahr+. 

Starting from Chitral on the 5th of Septembcr, thcy continued their journey to  the north, 
leaving thc main ICc~onur river on their right and ascending a large sido stream, the after somo T delay rcachcd the base of the lofty R'uksan moumtain by noon of the 15th of S e p t e m ~ r :  and the 
same afternoon iwcomplishcd about lralf the asccnt. Thc climate was very trying partly on account 
of the-steepness nnd partly an account of tho snow. Tl~cir camp ~ v a a  of course a most uncomfort- 
able one, but thcy were not able to enjoy long such small co~nfort as was to be got there, for i t  wasneces- 
sary to be off by 3 o'clock thc ncst tnor;linF,so as to clear the pass before the Kafira met them,-the road 
near tho pass bcing dangerous owing to strong bands of those robbers ~ h o  are always on the look out 
for the chance of plunder. Aftcr a very adf climb the party reached the crest of the pass, crossing 
large beds of snow and immcnsc masses of ice; the road for a distance of 4 or 500 paces being literally 
cut through the ice to a dcpth of from G to as much a~ 12 feot. Every here and there the ice waa 
fissured with vast cracks which the travellers avoided with the greatest care. 

The Sapper had never been on any 8nom-y mountains before, but this account leaves no doubt 
in my mind that this part of the so called Hindoo-Iioosh range a t  any rate boasts of one glacier, the 
vast cracks or in other words the crel-asscs bcing quite unmixtakable as thcy never occur in an ordinary 
snow-bed. As the mountains 011 eitl~ei- side of the 1 ) ~ s ~  rise considerably above it, the probability is that 
there are nuinerous glaciers in the neighbourl~ood. The abol-c is I!IIC 6rnt evidence t l~n t  we have m to 
their being any glaciers in the Hindoo-Koosh, nothing of the K i d  having been noted behveenBaminn and 
Pami. Kul the most easterly point visited by thc Mirza. 

Having crossed the pass, they descended rapidly and after a very hard march reached D n i d  
the 6rst village of Il:d:tkxhan, and on the 15th Scptcmber m d e  their may to  Zebnk on the Kokcha 
river, the same group of villngcs that the hlirza passed ihrouqh in the previous year thus completing a 
junction and comcriing tho t\vo Route Surveys togctl~er. From Zebak they went down the Kokrha 
river, b much thc samc rout0 that the Nirza wccndcd, reaching Fui;csbad the cnpitd of Badukshan on 
the 25tg of Septembcr. 



The Sapper found that Jchandar Shall, the hfir or mlcr who held Bdakshan when the Mirze 
was there, had been supplanted by Mal~mood Shah who \vas assisted b the Amir of Caubul. The party 
had instructions to dvauce still farther north across the Orus and t i c  tricd to arrange for so doing, 
but could not because the road in that dircction wan strictly closed by t i e  orders of the Amir Sher Ali 
who suspected that lctterv were sent by that routc to Abdul Rahman Khan by his supporters in 
Caubul. 

Whilst in Faizabad, the Havildar mitncsscd the fate of a man upon whom some such letters were 
found. The unfortunate \\retch was thrown from a lofty bridge down into the rapid stream of the 
Kokcha, and though not killed on the spot he died a few days afterwards from injuriesreceived by being 
dashed against tho boulders \vhich p t r u d o  from the water in every direction. This is a favourit0 
mode of execution in Bndakshm an was notcd by Wood when he passed through the country. 

Being able to devise no immediate menis of advancing to the norlh, the Sappcr according to hie 
instructions prepnrcd to return. Starting on the 27th of October, his party reachcd Zebak on the 
a l s t  of October where thcy \\ rtne.sed a lncct~ng bctwccn the rulers of Badakshan aud Chitral. Onthe 
3rd November thcy left \\1t11 a pirrty of t rdc ra  accom anyine BIlr Walli, the murderer of Mr. Ha  ard 
who had come into Zcbak 1~1th  the 'Clutral ch~cf. d i l s t  thOere the scoundrel Mir Walh had l e i  
broken between the knee and the anklr by the kick-of a horse, and when the Sapper saw him wcrs in 
great pain with it, the bone never having been allon-cd to set. 

From Zebak i t  was necessnrg for the party to take a different route from that by which they crossed 
the Hindoo-Kooeh on their upwar journey,--the lofty R'uksau pass being almady closed owing to the 
lateness of the season. The trndcrrt said the only chance was to try the Dora pnss to the west which 
was ~omewhat less difficult, though less used owing to its running through a art of Kafiristan and to ite 
consequently being always infested by ~ t rong  hinds of Kafirs. The traders!otvever, hating hIir Walli's 
escort and being in considerable numbers themxelv~ E, thought they might risk the passage; they therefore 
marched on taking the more xvestcrly of the two ntrcams which, coming from the south, join at  Zebak. The 
first day they rewhed S;inglech where thc cold \\-an so intense (though i t  mas only the 3rd of Novem. 
ber), that the stmaln n-hich flows past that village iu a stwp bed was already frozen hard ; the next da 
they advanced to a~iothcr village also called St~nglcch and here two of the Sapper's servants degertel 
being afraid to face the intense cold espccted on the Dora pass ; the Sapper however, resolved to go on 
with his diminished party ; on the 5th they encnmped in a desolate place a t  the foot of the Dora pass, 
here they had to bc very vigilant so as not to be surprixed by the Kafirs who are thereabouts more 
especially troublesome. By good arrangements they escaped an attack and the nest d g  they succeeded in 
crossing the Dora pass, the road appearing to the Sapper to be even worse than the Nuksan ass; this he 
thinks was in part due to the lateness of the Reanon. IIe flays he never in his life experience! such hard- 
ship as he did on those hvo stages. Thc combined effect of the intense cold, the high cutting wind that 

revailed, the fact of being deserted by two servants, and the misiety owing to threatened attacks by the 
kafirs made them feel the height of misery, the more especially as from the Gth, when they passed the crest 
of the Dora pass, till the 7th of November, when the reached Lotho in the Chitral province, i t  mas snowing 
hard. From thence they marched on to Shogoth t lus  joining in to  their former route. The Chitral chief 
caught them up and passed them on the way, and t'hinlring he had a good opportunity he ordered an 
extra toll to be taken from the traders; thcy ho~ve\-er refused to leave Shogoth and held out there 6 days 
till the at  last got better tcrms. The Sapper with them reached Chitral on the 16th of November; on 
the 1 7 t i  he again presented himself to the Badshah who now however looked coldly on him saying that 
he had heard he mss in the employ of the English. The Sapper ho~vcver, was nothing daunted and re 
quested that he might have a ass for hin return : the chief, though convinced he had heard a true 
account as to the Happer, thougIt i t  as ~\.cll not to interfere with hi111 aild his party and so gave the 
necessary order. The Sa )per s;~id wfhci~ he left, hlir JValli was still in grcat agony from his broken leg 
and as hercc1lld actually ke;Lr the boilc grating when he moved, a ~ i d  i t  was then more than a month since 
it was frnctured, there in little doubt but that this ~coundrel may hereafter be recognised by his lame- 
ness which is likely to be permai~cnt, and which may yyct perhaps assist in bringiug him to justice and 
to  the fate he so rrcl~ly dcserl-es. 

Having completed hi* arrangemrnts, the Sapper mjtrefed back by much the same route as he had 
adranced,reaching Peahawur on0the 13th of Yeccmber, havi~lg again passed safely through the corner of 
Kafiristan betwvwu Chitral and Dir, and not a little glxl to think that neither he nor any of his men 
had added another ~nouud to the tombs of the many Md~omedau martyrs who have fallen on that road. 

His Route Survey i n  3SG mile, in length over entirely new ground which has never before been 
surveyed b v~ explorer, though no doubt other 11;~tives ~ i i q  have pa8sed over the mhole length. The 
route touciea upbu a great numlar of districts and determines with all desirable accuracy a number of 
im ortant places. It accounts for the geogral~hy of about 13,000 nyuarc l~~iles  of this terra i?~cognita and 
w i i  aid in unravelling the geography of a still greater area. The routc is checked by 20 Latitude ob- 
eervations at  5 plarcu. The boiling 1)oRlt 01)rcrvntiolia arevery mea,ore,-the Sappcr not quite appreciating 
their importanre, this being his first espcditiou. He lnoreo\-er say8 he wished to boil on the pmses but 
was unable to do so without risk of detection, except on the R'uksan p.ws where unfortunately ho could 
find no wood being far above the limits of fomwts. Frorn the glacier and the amount of snow in Sep. 
tember well an othcr evidence, I conclude the Nuksan pnss to be above 17,000 feet ; that of Dora may 
be 16,000 to 16,500. 

Thc position of Chitral has always b a n  n p a t  desideratum, and as i t  is so immediately north of 
Peshawur i t  may bc concluded that it has beeu wry satisfactorily determined, as any error in the distances 
could but very slightly affcct its longitude whilc ils latitude is thoroughly establiahcd by 3 astronomical 



o b ~ s t i o n s  whirh agree ve fairly inter W,  the Sapper having ellom by hia hbwrvations for peRhawnr 

with Wood and the Mirza. 
X ad for Faizabnd that he un eratanb, taking Latitudes,-those a t  the latter place w* verg clo% 

Tho heighte of Mimkilni and Chitral, though only approximate, assist in formin7 a Wter 
ral iden of tho height of the collutries traversed than haw yet had ; a gbnct. at the acrompanying nmp 
will ahow what has been accomplished. drnongat other things it may be mid that the col~nct! nf t h  v a t  
Roonur river hm k u  dcftrlitely, though rouzhly. clutennind its there now erist but tno jinp*,-the b t  be- 
t \~ml Chiha1 aud t!ie MI~LR' . I  I ~ : i r i i ~ ~  froui edw of the Pn~nir Yteppo whirh e ~ i d e n t l ~  pointJ ta the 
source of tho Koonur river, and the 9ud gap Lwbvren C h i t r ~ l  a d  Chigur Serai ae determined by Qri- 
6 t h ' ~  accurate obwrvatiolls. Them gaps can in a nlrrasnre b filled up hy the aici of the nunlerorta peaks 
which we habe determilled t r i g o n o t n t r :  in that ~Ilim~tion, ntld 1 think it m;rp he aaid that tho* par- 
tione of the courm of the Koonur river will not he~ratler bc hmid to d~ffer materially from the dotted 
lke given in the map. Should any explorer hereafter be fortuuatc enough to bat-erso ih whole ~ o u ~  
his additions will be chiefly as to the nide streams. 

The Sspper's pacing on the whole mema to hsve been good. As compnred with the d i f f e m  of 
latitude between l'eshlrvrur and Chitral i t  app- that one of h i  p m a  wsu on the average 31.8 *es 
in length which is somewhat ehort. 

Accepting the ~ i r z a " a  value of Zebak and the Sapper'a value for Chitral, the direct distance be 
tween thoae places should be G O 3  mile.3 ; uviny the value of the Sapper's pare a3 determined from the 
latitudes of Pedawur land Chitral, viz. 31 Y inches, tho divtancc between those places would be 69.1 mileg, a 
fair agroement considering the roughness of the ground and the fact that there ie no telling crwtly what 
points of Zebak the M.irza and the Sapper respectively refer b. 

A farther check is afforded by his route between Zebak and Faizabad boing tho aame as that by 
the Mirza ; the Sapper givcs very neerl the same average bearing and makes the dietmre 62 9 miles 
while the JIirzn makes the same 59.5 of &a mila,  which u ahown iu para: (33) of mv l u t  year1* memo- 
rancluni were 0.02 in tierect, arid the 59 5 miles being conxetlueutly equal to  60 7 mdea,-a cloe we- 
ment bearing i r ~  mind that Ynizabad ie a mile in length and that there are 8 villwa in Zebalr and noparti- 
c u l u  place for halting iu, travellurs aometimcs chooairig oue a d  sometimes nnother. 

Altogether the Snppcr'~ work has e~tir;fwtorily stood the tests applied ; he hrte lno~over  Bred a 
number of peaku by bearrllg~ and though lno.qtly rather clow to hia route they will nid in eolving the 
geography of the ~~urrou~tding:moulltains. 

I n  my opinion the Supper dewrres all credit for his great pluck and endurance ns wcll aa for 
&&.eretion with which he penetrated througll auc.11 a cl~iticult country ~ i t h o u t  I brheve gcttinq iuto 

s i ~ l e  disturbance with the people of luiy of the ~ I Y ~ I . I C ~ J  he tra\o.raed, though constwtly bullled by 
mquests for legal and illegal tolls which wow made at  most pla~es. 1 C O U Y ~ C ~  porenber, that his 
undaunted bearing on his return journey wheu the chief had qune*d his wclet NW the mcnns of 
preventing himaelf and party from being *old into slavery or possibly t'rotn a wol-ae fate, the wll chief 

robabl thinking t h a ~  hie m-religiouiat who shoved such a bold Bdnt dill u, bucauae I r w  
L k e d  some thing more t h m  the few men he had \\ith him. 

T. G. MOSTGOMERIB, MAJOR R.E., 
I O#g. Superintmdmt 0. T. S w e y  of India, 
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~ ~ m ( i v e  Report of an exploration of the route tom Peahawur through hat ,  Bsjam 
ga.wol, ~ i ~ ,  xafiriat~n and Chitral to Fa~zabad ln Badatahan, dram up 

from the origintd journals &o., by Major T. G. Yontpomeris, BJ., 1n cboge 
of the Trans-Himalayan Exploring Partiea 

me Sappn left p a h a m r  accompanied by his assistant and lcmmta on the 12th Aupvd 
arri,.d evcninP at  a rillap called h 'adh,  on 13th arrived at  Jelala vdlW on 14th m c h d  ,, ,-illage Of DU*ai is on t l r  frontier of Swat m d  not in British territory. Durgai is surround- 
d by % lnud ,.,dl .bout 10 ftet in height m d  3 f e t  iu thickness, i t  is o c c ~ p a  by u r ~ ~ c r u p u l u u ~  
Re, of bandits, and eonReq~~ll t lv  wholennle robberies and murder* are quite common. On the morning 

of the 19th ~~~~~t they left ourgni villaq nnd after crossi~lg thc Malakund range reached the viUage 
of Alladalld towards fall. ' I ' l l i~ placc Alladand is the west of the present Khan or ruler of Swat, 
a man not equal to govern the country properly and hencc the people arc dissatisfied and are alwaya 
in~ipUilC to indue his prPdecco~or to rcruule the rul. of the cooutry. The village of Alladand 
conRistv *boot 300 house2 built of atone re~n'*nted \;it11 mud. On thr ~norning of the 16th August, 

after the tar i~npored for the goo(ls a i th  them, tho party left t l l ldnnd villqe ; lnarrhinfi 011 for 
a mile and a half thcy rcact~ed the Swat river, which they crosscd on rafts, arriving by night a t  a 
maul) of four village8 called Ooch, oue of which belongs exclurively to the sect called Saiyud~ iiud thO 
ithe; three exclusively to Pathans. 

On the 17th they reached the smnll fort of Scrai by noon, and after paying the uuual toll 
charged there thep trialelled on till thev arrived at  Shumshi Khan vill'age, where they ha41 to pay another 
toll. Both thefie village8 are presided o\er by officials styling themaelves k'llrms and are nn~onable 
to Faiz Talab Khan the ruler of Riljaur. Cont~l~uing their march on the same day thep crossed the 
Punjkora ri\er and ~tayed for the llight at Icotkai \illiige; thl? tract from the village of Ooch to tho 
Punjkora river constitutes the district called Talash. On the 18th they arrived b~ night a t  Xian- 
kilai, which i n  the largest and most importunt to\vil in d l  Bajaur; it  is situated In the largest of 
the three subdivisions of the Bajaur Proviuee, vix. Jundul. The town of Miankilai hes about 
one thousand houses built, IXJ usual in these parts, of stone cemented with mud. 

The preeent ruler of Miankilai has, owing to his popularity, the greatget amount of auth- 
of all the Khans in the Bajaur district, and is ~tylod by the people Haji-Sahib-Zda 

The party halted at Bfiankilai for 2 days in order to take star obverrations for dbe determi* 
tion of its latitude. While halting for the purposc, a plot to loot the party was made by a r b g  of 
thieves; this fortunately wa8 revealed to the Sapper by the owner of the houqc they occupied, an COW 
quently by extra caution and vigilance on their part the danger thus threatvnctl was w a d d  off. 

On the morning of the 20th August they left Miaukilui ton- nnd arrived at  Ranbat vi- 
situated in Jundul. Thin village is notorious for thieves, nud they had t o  adopt great prec.autions for the 
the security of their baggage. On the 21st they reached the fort nud villitge of Jauhattai after croewing 
the ulountain of thc name name. The ascent to the pass of Janbattai Srom either ~ i d c  i n  st~tf,  but for- 
tunately wreral  spring^ of water exiut on the way and help to al1;q the i~nmoderi~to tl~irat ~roducetl by 
the asmnt. T l~r  llurtbern ~lolms of this lnountaln are cor~errd with del~se Piue fore*, \vhilc tile filllltht'~11 
slopes am ody  partially covered. I t  rained for half the day while they \yere on the J a ~ ~ b a t t a i  mountaiu 

Here &e Sapper mct Feroza-Khan (brother to Faie Talab Khan of Jundul), who is the poosmsor 
of R small tract of country i~icluding ~evcral villages io t l ~ c  Unrawul di~trict.  Ho aplreared friendly 
though anxiou~ to find out tlre real ol~ject of the Sappor'rl jollrne~ ; fortunately the latter ~ns~iaged to'wrlrd 
off all suupicion aa to tllc will atatc of affi~iru by giving out that he \vi~q ~ O I I I ~  to Chitral iu the h o p  of 
getting some pre~entn from the Badshah, ~vho~t ,  reputaiion for such ~ v m  proverbid, aud a t  the Ralne 
time to obtain so1110 falcons for which Chitral is f i r  fb~ned add which fetch ~ u c h  high p d  in the 
Pulljab. Fcroza-lhn IIM a g#at partiality for fire-arma of all descriptiorw aud ahawed n large 
nuuber ofgul~n of E~~gliah ruanufwtum which he h d  bee11 at  great peirw in coll&I. 

On the 1211tl tl~ey ~.cscliod, towards evening, tho vill,qe of Soorbnt situated m the dintrict of  
Dir. H;rlf'-\r:iv orl thlh 111i17l.h they curno wross thc fort m d  village of Bapdai mtubted 011 the froutitlr 
of thc Bara\vul didrlct On tho 93rd they arrive41 at the village of Dir whioh can*.&~~a about 400 
hnu~rn. 'l'l~e ~)reser~l r~rler of Ulr is I(.amutoolah Kl~nn, rw11 of Ghrunn Khan who durinl: his life timo 
ruJrd ille large 11nc.t of ~ ~ ~ o ~ l n t a i n  laud \vhich at prcmnt constitutes the di&~clt  of Dir. Ghaem 
Khan ~ a r  a 110~c.l.firl rhirB iu1d hir autltority ww vcry arcat, fur erw the m r h t l h  of C b i h l  
~ i b  Ir~Lutrry to t l ~ i x  ~*li~efL;rin. tle RSt 11i11e ~olls,  all of whom anpird to thrt r w ~ n t  Uudd- end 
hlo(~tl*h~d 14n1orrg t11r:se I~rotlicrw cnsucsd, till at l a ~ t  hmatoul& Kllan, the ddht etltlrblishnd himself 
llprm;1ll('r~f1~ ('1llt.f. 'J'~Io b ~ l h ~ m  thnl d i ~ l r r ~ h d  themwlve~ over the ruoehry but rn j ~ d w  ~ " 1  ~ r n ~ ~ a f l r n t  ( l f  l t~~n~ntoulnl~ Kl~an'n authority. cudeavouring in t t o W  the lau~1ntq into @ d * e  of 
dunffectl~ll and anlrrcl1y by quchtionily their oldcat b r ~ t l e r * ~  right to tho KhmHlnl, ;f Dir. 

n a m h l a l l  Khan i d  in penon a hnndxome, -Iy J O U ~  chief, r,.i. fmt  iu height, .nd in mrntdly 
~ 1 1  flfd to h U U C ~  a U ) U U ~ J .  E&r d&irt&kn of jvrtim iH the Lbme br p- dI the PO UP^^. 

'%@ f r m  Dir to  Chit4 ir i ~ ~ f n ~ t o d  with K& r n b b q  d.adnd br tm\-dlem- swb ~ f , o d y 2 $  r n ~ h u f  i&o ~ u . , ~ u m ~ . & b ~ a d  t o b t h e ~ i d d b  of 



7,, 
finp~t. I ~ o  m&Wu# & tbt d bu p b  duriq the nmnining montb. of ae F, 6% as 
arrow during the winter and 6 h s d d 0 f  t ISP&rd-w the wanner months. 

.JTavin~ m d o  amg&mentm t h  cont indib  m m h  on the 25th and m c h d  s  rill^^ c r l M  
KuhCar", from r h n m  m asrort of !3 W C U ~  mcr~ ~ I C C O ~  mi-l t hnn  r.11 t 1 1 ~  ia th  r i l l  the nlute to 
Chitral. 4 ) o  the  26th t h q  r c r h e d  the  d I q ( r  of Gnjor inh&tcd only l u r i ~ ~ g  the rumlllvr rnonfhq, .)I, 
tllc 27th d ~ y  ~mssing over the  Ltdleri ruounlaiu they reached the rillnpe of . \ ~ l ~ r r t h  itttcr IJ very ~ C L  

d a j l  journei; 1mrnrn.r ((aontitier of iron arc l'ound in the  bed of a su~r l l  ntre;Ltll x l ~ ~ r h  n;.* ilt 
the f& of tbo h o r ~  n ~ n u u i a h  ; the  prot*t.n* : I ~ o ~ I ~ c . c \  to obtnit~ this iron is s~l~l i la r  10 that in the  
wrwhing 4 duet from the  s t r ra t l~s  ~t otlrcbr \Inn:. of the country. A q u u t i t p  of r iud  hum tho 
rb- is plwc.cd in a kievo nud waahcd till t l ~ c  irou is left behind. 

Arhmth rillngc is tho reaort of sc.orc.3 of the Iiafir robhcre. It i~ tho plnce most dr~aticd hp 
+he mrt.ltarlta who t n ~ i c l  lrp thin rullte. 'Tllu 1i:ltira ~ ~ s u n l l y  lieel) ~ r p  nn iucasaaut 6rc on treveIIrra 
throughout tho nicht. Tlic cxl)lori~~!: l~nr tv  \ \ ; ~ 3  not w11:ired in this rcs wet and hence p m d  a momt 
anriu.s n i eh t r c tun~ iug  the lire c l i  t l ~ c  rvbllcrr. but with r l l r t  r&ct the dnrkuew prevcttttd them from 
arcrrtnil~ing. Leis\ in:: i \ ~ I ~ r t t h  on the 23th t l ~ c y -  nbncl~ed the villnga of Darosh a t  niSht, after haring 
d i s p u s d  with tlicir ejcurt a t  a village c;~lk?d (;i\latiik uit~ri~tell in tho C l ~ i t r d  district. Darosh po~-  
wesea a fort \t,hicl~ is the resitlcnce ot' l iokur Ucz, brother to  Au~rn-i-mulk the Budahah of Chitnll. 
Thi8 Kh;m levicv c > ~ i  all merchn~~tn  run1 o t l ~ ~ r n  toll or ta r ,  but in ccrusetlucnce of II 1rttt.r h;rring hcen 
ac.rlt to  him by the n ~ l r r  of 1)ir thrlj~l!:l~ otlc of hia ollicials asking h i u  to exempt the party from, 
all hue, they wcre not asked to  pay nuything. 

011 t h e  2!)th tlley rc.nc11rcl Ehusl~itlurrn, a emall ~ i l l n c e  on the riqht bank oftho Shu~h idu r r s  rivrr 
which t l ~ r o ~ ~ f i l ~ o u t  tho yc3nr C O I I ~ : L ~ I I Y  so l:~rge n ~0111uie of \v\.i\te~. that  iit no time is i t  fordable, and rJ- 
way* has to be crosaccl by a bridge. Tl~iv ri\-er tfows into the  Koouur river. 

I t  is reported t1111t in the  neigl~hnurhood of this village a silver lnino exists which is snicl not to 
be ~yc~rlied bcsc:tr~e tllc chis-F of ('hitri~l 1ku.n tha t  mcre the f:rct knon-u to the ;\u~ir of Caubul, or tho 
nf:lliar?j:di 01' Kash~nir  t,r the Auiir ol' 13utlnk*h;111, his c-~untr !~  might I)e wrc$trd from him. The silier, 
it is rumoured by tlre pet~plc, \vaa ncci~lcnt;~llg. tli*r.o\-erctl ill a q)ot, iu thiri ueighbuurho,)d by a F;rkir who 
in person reporkd Lhe circan~stanct: to  the U;dslli~h of C:hitri~l; tho latter w:w theu col~clue.ted to  tho 
epot and after sntiaf ing hi1ul;cll' of tlie truth of its csistcnc.u he iu suit1 to  l1:~ve i~upriaonccl tho dis- 
coverer rind then to  Kavc yoiuoued him. Tile e r i s ~ r s c o  of rilrer hcrrrbuutr is 1101 unlikely ti)r the  
coulitry is rich in copper minea, which iwe said 11ot to  be worliccl 11o\v ti)r t l ~ c  naulc rcauous an Svon for 
not wortiilg the  silver. " Orpiment" o r  yello~v nrsenic, culled Hul*tal, which is much i1sct1 h r  dytbing 
cloth is alao found in lmgo quantities iu the country. On tho 3 I ) ~ h  they left Shushillurra md t m \ e l l d  
to Bmz village. 

O n  the  31st Augnst the  pnrty reached Chitral. On  the  nrrivnl of nny mcrcllnnt n t  Chitml an 
offieid of the Durbar i~umeciiatcly reports the  c.ircunlxtnnce to  t l ~ e  chict'with a lint of the ~nprcl~:rnelize 
wit], tho nlcl.chnnt. Thc D i ~ d ~ h i i l ~ ' ~  \V:~eir tliel~ rt'puira to the mcrch:tnt :tud in l~iu mlwtar's lurtne 
illforms hiln tha t  tho B:ulsbali roquircs to exchange goods with him to  n lar!:c nu1,)1111t. The arrivd 
of, tho party was roportecl in duo courae to t l ~ c  13:~drhah, who tieut. a* urunl his \Vnzir with tho 
Rtcreotypcd request to  exchange goocls, but tlli11lii11: t111lt t11c.p ~ n i h t  avoit1 thin i~npi)sitio~i they roclncat- 
ed tin10 up t o  the  next 111or11ing to  ttlirko up t l ~ c i r  mind on t l ~ c  tu;tttor. Coo~ct lu t~ut ly  on the  mornin: 
of the follon~ing day the  Snl)l)er wc l~ t  to the rcsiclc~~cc of' the U;~~lahah in the fort. The B:iclsl~oh tht-n 
illtrl~ogatetl them ad to wllc5rcb th ty  hod colnc fronl, \rhcro thoy wcre going, arid RS to  the  oh>ct of their  
journey. T l ~ r y  anwered  tllnl tile!. I1:tcl come fro111 I'cnl~awur a11S \\ere goin< to Bolihnrn where they hopod 
t o  rcyy,\.cr motley i'rotn cert;tiu of t l~c i r  countrynreu who Ili~cl I ~ I I I ~ S S ~ ~  Inrge fortunt!s :ind wcw .eettlod 
1 1  1 1 : r .  The chief of C'lritrill a t l ~ i w d  t h c n ~   lot to nttcs11111t the  juurneg, t'or the row1 wits c.lum.d to  
tl.:t\clltars otl\\-:~rcls ti-om tho river Ili1wno11 (111~ Chus) I)y the .\111ir of llatlnlishan, l l i r  hlnlirnood Shith, 
ill (y~lll~)I~a~lc.r. \\-it11 ortlcrs received Liy tlte laltcr from Sher Ali, the i i ~ n i r  ot' Cnubul who hiw c*ol~nitlrr- 
able :~utlic~rity i l l  l I ;~,l ;~ksl~uu. The YeitsoU for this p r o l ~ i b i t i o ~ ~  is that nuout 11 year itnd n 11:111 ago 011 t he  
pornon* of t 11rt.a I ~.;l\.cllcr*, \\,11o w c ~ v  011 their wily to  lh~li l~nrn i111e1 \\rho wtbre ac*cidc11tally ararch(~d. 
l ~ e m  ~ ~ I I I I I ~  l(%tt,.~.s , I <  g ~ ~ ~ ~ : t t  l~o\i t ici~l  i ~ n p o r t ~ ~ u c o  1)iirpot-tinq t o  hare  1 ) t ~ n  \\-ritlou 11)- ct9rt~~i11 iutriguiu 
Sinlnra of Crubul 111 .\11111~1/ I(itl1111m1 1ihn11 ~ I C O ~ C \ \ ~  of 1/10 presetit r~ l l e r  Shcr Ali 01 V:~ubuI. L 1 b d ~ 3  
Hallrt l~n I i l ~ i l t ~  \\:IS s:~itl to Ile ilr this time in l3olihnrn imdcr tho protocbtior~ ot' t h ~ ~  l tuuria~l Oo\*er~~nicnt .  
'J'hcst. throe lncii (111 \\ 110111 the Icstt~11.~ \vclre S O I L U ~  \ V L ' ~ O  l;)r\varcit?il on to C l n ~ i l ~ ~ ~ l  rind by ortlcr of the  Arnir 

blown n a ; g  f i o n ~  gmls. 2\11 t l ~ c ~ c  111nt tcrs wore told to  tho Silpper diwc~t by tho Hndshd~  of  chi^ 
rill hilnrelf, in orclrr to force ~ I ~ I I I  to i~~lc-~ . ( . l~ ;u~ge the  good8 LO h:ld brought with him. ~ u v h  tw richly 
wc~rkcd scar&, chuddura kc.., wit11 UUL.~I  nrticlcss :IS he  would or could give in rettu.11, ~ m d  stwing hia in- 
tellti011 tile Snpler rcplied t h i ~ t  a t  Ic:izt Ile \VOIIILI travel up an & as tho frontier (tile Elnuloou. rivur) 
cbreu Yul~poYillg tha t  ho could proceed no 1'1trthcr. 

On  tho 5th September 1870, after lnr~lting n m g e m c n t s  for tho onwnrd n~nrch nnd tliapnsin,~ 
of a couple of llsses which mere of no  t'urthcl. urea, tho ptrrty Ivft ('hitrill and rriwhctl the viUwe of 
S h o ~ o t h  tow111~tlu evcning. At  this placo they h i d  to  halt 011 tho 6th nnd 7th iu ortbir to  cL;u~ga 
cnrnors. 011 the  8 th  they left S l ~ u g o t l ~  and reached Sl~nli  villi~ge. On tho 10th  they U L L L P ~ ~ C ~  t~ 
ZIurkarri village wllerr: they ~ t aye t l  till tllc 13th Septeiubor. 

On t l ~ r  14th t l l c ~ ~  left I I n r l i ~ r r i  111111 I - C L L ~ . \ I C ~  t l ~ c  village of Owecr ; thc  r c ~ d  on this m w h  f i ~  
mile la \cry cliuguru~i* lor ladcu au~~uilLu DUJ 10 they hiid LU ddu iku ~UUIC'J 4 W I C ~  tkU hk 
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